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A. Sermon. 
3 TIM. xc. vii. 


For Gop Arx dor re os THE riester OF Fran; sur of tert, 
AXD OF LOYE, AND er 4 SOUND MIND, 


MY FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 


Ir will readily be granted, that important offices 
require equal qualifications, to a faithful diſcharge of 
them. That the office of a goſpel miniſter is juſtly 
entitled to this character, will not be denied by any 
who are in reality influenced by the principles of chriſ- 
tianity. The voice of reaſon concurs with reve/ation 
in teaching us, that thoſe who are ſet up as inſtructors, 
and examples, to form the minds of others, ſhould have 
well made, and properly furniſhed minds themſelves. 
The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles informs vs of bis, 
as a topic, on which he earneftly dwells, in his epiſto- 
lary directions to Timothy and Titus, who were both 
goſpel miniſters. 
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A Sermon. 


3 TIM. t. vii. 


Fot Gop nate wor cr os THE SP7RIT Of var; ur Of fowtay 
AND OF LOYE, AND er 4A SOUND MIND, 


MY FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 


Ir will readily be granted, that important offices 
require equal qualifications, to a faithful diſcharge of 
them. That the office of a goſpel miniſter is juſtly 
entitled to this cheraFer, will not be denied by any 
who are in reality influenced by the principles of chriſ- 
tianity. The voice of reaſon concurs with revelation 
in teaching us, that thoſe who are ſet up as inſtructors, 
and examples, to form the minds of others, ſhould have 
well made, and properly furniſned minds themſelves. 
The great Apoſtle af the Gentiles informs us of bis, 
as a topic, on which he earneftly dwells, in his epiſto- 
lary directions to Timothy and Titus, who were both 
goſpel miniſters. 

Of 
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Of the moſt neceſſary qualifications for this ſa- 
cred office, we have an excellent ſummary in the 
words of our text: For God hath not given us the ſpirit 
of fear ; bat of power, and of love, and of a ſound mind. : | 
In theſe words, we are informed of the Author, or | 
Giver of miniſterial endowments. All abilities, natu- 
ral and moral, are from God, the giver of every good 
and perfect gift; but the parent, or author of no mo- | 
ral evil. Whoever is ſet apart, in the all-wiſe provi- 
dence of God, and approved by him for the miniſtry, | 
him he qualifies for the work. A finful inſufficiency 
of mind, in public inſtructors, is not from God; and 

in whomſoever it reigns, it muſt diſqualify for that 

if employment. God does not give tbe ſpirit of fear. | 
By the ſpirit of fear in the text, we may underſtand, a | 
timorous, cowardly mind ; a flaviſh fear, enſnaring to 
man, and diſhonorable to God ; incompatible with the 

character of an ambaſſador of Chriſt, and me to 

the office we are now aner 
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God does not give it to his miniſters; nor is he 
pleaſed to ſee it in them. But he gives the ſpirit of 
power ; and of love, and of a ſound mind. | 


—— - 


By the ſpirit of power in the text, we may under- 
ſtand a holy firmneſs or fortitude of mind; that ſtead- 
| faſt boldneſs, in which the Apoſtle always abounded, 
in the work of the Lord, This ſtate of mind is oppo- 
ſed to the preceding fear. 
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This temper is alſo confiſtent with the amiable 
qualities of benevolence and love; for while the Apoſtle 
diſowns fear, and profeſſes fortitude, his heart burns 
with ardent affection for the happineſs of man. He 
frequently enjoins upon others love; and love that is 
Gncere and without diſſimulation. And with this his 
own mind was beautified by the divine ſpirit, and his 
heart ornamented with God's ſalvation. By this he 
regulated a life of courteſy to all, flattering to none, firm 
and courageous in the duties of his office, and conſtant 
in the profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt. 


Thus the Apoſtle diſplays a ſound mind; coura- 
geaus, but not cruel ; bold, but not petulant ; humble 


but not mean ; meek, but not puſillanimous; ſeeking 
no honor, but the honor that cometh from God. 


With what pleaſing ſatisfaction may we contem- 
plate this ſlate of mind; when we conſider the ſitua- 
tion of this excellent man, when he penned theſe 
words for our inſtruction. Had all things been quiet 
and tranquil in the church; had the earth helped the 
woman, and the noon tide of general proſperity favor- 
ed the cauſe in which he was embarked ; infidelity 
might form a more favorable pretence for inſincerity. 
In this ſituation, the moſt daſtardly ſpirit might ape the 
champion, and for a while, arrogate the praiſe due to 
noble merit. But this was ſo far from being the cale, 
that at this very time, this ſervant of God was a priſon- 
er at Rome, for the ſake of the goſpel ; expoſed to the 


inſulting 


inſulting malignity of its bitter enemies; deſerted 
by many of its profeſſed friends; with death, in all the 
horror, ignominy and difgrace with which his blood- 
thirfty enemies could elothe it, ſtaring him full in the 


face, In ſuch eireumſtanees, ſurrounded with ſuch 


trials, the Apoſtle, with noble elevation of mind, and 
unparalleled tranquitity and ſelf-denial, riſes ſuperior 
to all perſonal danger; and with the moſt generous 
concern for the comfort and fupport of all ſucceeding 
miniſters, triumphs in God, ſaying, God hath not given 
us the ſpirit ef fear ; but of power, and of love, and of 


a ſound mind. 


Suffer me ta requeſt the patience and candor of 


this aſſembly, while I ſhall endeavor, briefly to iluſ- 


trate the nature, and advantages, of a ſpirit of forti- 
tude, of love, and of a found mind, to a goſpel mini- 
ſter; after which, I ſhall conciude with a few reſlecti- 
ons, by way of addreſs, to my brethren in the miniſtry, 
to the candidate now to be ordained, and to our chriſ- 


tian friends of this congregation. Let us in the 


Firſt place, Conſider the nature and advantages 
of that ſpirit of fortitude, recommended in our text. 


By this mental qualification for a goſpel miniſter, 
we are not to underſtand, a mere natural quality, found- 


ed only on ſtrength of nerves, as a bold, preſumptu- 


ous, 


9 


ous, and impetuous ſpirit, fit only to be diicovered, 
in warlike exploits, and gloried in, by men of military 
achievements, 


The fortitude in our text, is a moral virtue, im- 
proved by the grace of God, founded on a conſciouſneſs 
of duty, and ſenſe of moral excellence, even in its 
boldeſt enterpriſes. 


Some degree of this fortitude is requiſite for all 
chriſtians in human life ; but eſpecially fot goſpel 
miniſters. Without it, happineſs 1s not enjoyed, cha- 
racter is not ſuſtained, nor can our duty be properly 
performed, nor the reverſes and changes of fortune 
be endured with comfort. Though our ears are not 
diſturbed by the beat of the drum, the roaring of can- 
non, or the hoarſe clangor of the trumpet of war : 
Though we ſee not garments rolled in blood, nor hear 
the painful groans of the dying, and are at a diſtance 
from the conſequent lamentations of the widow and 
fatherleſs; yet we are not perfectly ſafe from every 
danger. In the ſafeſt retreats of worldly enjoyments, 
a total exemption from woe, can be promiſed to none. 
The bloom of youth is fading, by the blaſting ſtorms 
of time; the habitation of health, may ſoon be ſur- 
rounded by a ghaſtly band of pale diſeaſes, in terrible 
array; riches make to themſelves wings, and flee away; 
the tenure of worldly honor 1s precarious ; the fortreſs 
of political eminence is often viewed with envy, and 
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frequently forced, by the malignant attacks of reproach 


and calumny. Of our valuable friends, and moſt en- 
dearing relations, we are ſubject to daily bereavements; 


while diſappointment in purſuits, diſſatisfaction in 


poſſeſſions, with the certainty of {poſſeſſion at laſt, 
lay us open to many fears, and innumerable anxieties. 
The bower of worldly pleaſure, my? give way to the 
bed of death. Who, without fortitude, can look a- 
round on theſe diſaſtrous viciſſitudes, and feel the 
happineſs of ſelf-poſſeſſion ? Beſides, the misfortunes 
incident to man, often make their advances unforeſeen, 
and begin their aſſaults ſo ſecret, that our wiſdom can- 
not diſcover, until our power is unable to prevent 
them. Put even then, under the influence of this 


excellent ſpirit, chey can always be endured. 


The real ſubject of this chriſtian grace, has a for- 
tres in his own mind, of which the moſt violent exer- 
tions of worldly calamities, can never diſpoſſeſs him. 
Though the heathen philoſophers conſidered fortitude 
as a cardinal virtue, yet, ignorant of its power as 
improved by grace and as a gift of the holy Spirit; ; 


tune moſt diſtinguiſhed among them,“! in tlie day ok 
danger fled his poſt, and conſigned himſelf, by deſpait, 5 5 


to a diſgraceful oblivion. Reaſon plainly informs us 
of the general utility of fortitude in common lite ; and 
the ſacred oracles concur, in proclaiming its pool ad- 
vantage to a miniſter of Chriſt, e 

a The 


Cato. 3 
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The duties of a miniſter's employment, lead him 
often to counteract and reprove the conduct of the vi- 
cious and irregular among men. It is his buſineſs to 
Nate a contraſt between virtue and vice; and to ſhow 
every mark of reſpect to the former, with every ſign 
of contempt to the latter. 


The ſons of vice are bold and impetuous in fin. 
The depravity of the human heart is in favor of moral 
evil. The long-{uflering patience of God, is abuſed 
by ſinners, to embolden in impiety. The language of 
inſpiration reſpecting ſuch is; becauſe ſentence againſt an 
evil work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of 
the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil. It is a 


miniſter's duty, by every wiſe and laudable mean, to 


ſtem the torrent of this vicious diſpoſition, and a good 
degree of chriſtian fortitude is neceſſary for its per- 
formance. Well furniſhed with this chriſtian grace, 
a ſpiritual inſtructor is to reſemble a rock, on which 
the ſwelling ſurges of this deſtroying flood, daſh them - 
ſelves to foam, but do no farther injury. Devoid of 
this excellent ſpirit, he reſembles a trembling twig, o- 
verwhelmed by every ſea ; orat beſt, a mound of ſand, 
weakened by every wave, broken by every billow, and 
carried away by every flood, On the other hand, the 
foundation of chriſtian fortitude, is the command of 
God, and the perfections of Deity. 


Hence 


42. 
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Hence the ſervants of God have been bold and 
Courageous in his ſervice. Full to our purpoſe, is the 
charge given to the prophet Jeremiah; Say not I am 
a child, for thou ſhalt go 10 all that IT ſhall ſend thee; and 
wwhatfozver I command thee, thou ſhalt ſpeak. Be not a- 
fraid of their faces ; for I am with thee, to deliver thee, 
faith the Lord. For the performance of Job's duty 
his zvitne/s was in heaven, and his record en high. The 
royal penman of Iſrael ſpeaks in the moſt heroic man- 
ner, realizing the foundation of his fortitude, in the 
following words. : The Lord is the firength of my life, 
ef whom ſhall I be afraid? Tho an hoſt encamp ag ainſt 
me, my heart ſhall not fear. The prophet Habakkuk 
affords us one of the moſt beautiful figures in rhetoric 
under the influence of this magnanimous principle, 
Altho' the figrree hall not bloſſom,neither ſpall fruit be in the 
wines, the labor of the olive ſhall fail, and he fields ſpball 
wield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from ihe fold, and 
there ſhall be no herd in the flalls ; yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my ſalvation, The apoſ- 
tle enjoins us to be ſtrong, only in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might, Of this injunction, he was a live- 
ly portrait, through the whole courſe of his miniſtry, 

Realizing this, he could do all things. Supported by 
the virtuous fortitude in our text, he went BOUND in 
ſpirit to Jeruſalem, not knowing what ſhould befal him 
there, ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſes in every city, 
faying,. that bonds and affliftions awaited bim. Full of 
this holy firmneſs, we find him proot againſt all alarm- 
ing 


/ 
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ing apprehenſions, and diſtreſſing fears and anxieties, 

in the following words. But none of theſe thirgs move 

me ; neither count I my life dear unto myſelf; ſo that 1 

might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the minihry which I 

have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teflify % Gojpel of 
rhe r 77 God. 5 


The W e of Caleb's journey to examine 
the land of promiſe, are tranſmitted to us in characters 
of infamy; ; becauſe their hearts failed by fear, ſaying, 
we are not able 10 poſſeſs the land, for the _ are 1 
ger than we, 1 


W ho can tell the degree of diſorder and miſery the 
people ot Iſrael might be plunged into, by the panic- 
ſtruck ſpies, of an evil report ; when by the influence 
of their cowardly exampie, they filled the hearts of 
the congregation, with general diſmay; and their 


- mouths with murmurs ? But Caleb, being of another 


ſpirit, even the ſpirit in our text; not fearing the re- 
ſentment of his fellow travellers, the tumults of an 
enraged populace, and as little, the ſtrength and ſtat- 
ure of the ſons of Anak ; thus addreſſes the tribes of 
Iſrael : Le? us go up at once to poſſeſs it, for we are we!l 
able lo overcome it. With theſe words, flowing from 
genuine fortitude, and founded on the faithfulneſs of 
that God whom he deſigned to follow; he diſpels the 
fears that agitated overy breaſt, and ſtills the tumults 
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of the people: With theſe words he ſcatters. the 
gloom that ſat lowering on every countenance, and a 
general tranquillity takes place of a thoufand diſcoura- 
ging anxieties. For this, he ſtands in an elevated 
page, in the ſacred hiſtory : for his, he obtains in 
perſon, the land of promiſe : for this, his children are 


bleſſed with an inheritance among the brethren; and 


for this his name is enrolled among the great, in cha- 

racters of fame which no length of time can eraſe, 
nor change conſign to oblivien. For his name, as 
that of the righteous, ſhall be held in everlaſting re- 
membrance. 


Witneſs, the teſtimony of God himſelf ; But my 
ſervant Caleb, becauſe he was of another [ptrit, and hath 
followed me fully, bim will J bring into the land whither 
he went, and bis ſeed ſhall poſſeſs it. How animating 
ſuch examples ! They breathe a ſpirit of firmneſs and 
reſolution, with dependance on God, for the perform- 
ance of duty, on miniſters, through all ſucceeding 
generations. 


Moreover, we find by experience, that the temp- 
tations to which a miniſter is expoſed, as a ſpiritual 
inſtructer, are many. No man is more dependent, 
apparently, for his worldly ſupport. It comes from 
various claſſes of people; ſome of whom are obnox- 


- jous to juſt reproof, However great the degree of 


wiſdom and prudence, obſeryed in adminiſtering ro- 
| | proof 
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proof, the diſcharge of this duty is often the real, 
while more ſpecious pretences are the oſtenſible cauſes, 
ot diſaffection. When difficulties of this kind occur, 
2 miniſter without fortitude will not dare to be faith- 
ful; or if he attempts it, to ſave his character, in the 
view of the more ſerious, it is done in ſuch a deceitful 
and feeble manner, that all claſſes, with equal eaſe 
may ſhun its application. 


Nothing is more neceſſary than firmneſs of mind 
to manifeſt the truths of God, and to recommend our- 


felves to the conſcie ces of men, as in the fight of the heart- 


ſearching and rein-trying F2hovah. Nor is it poſſi- 
ble for us on trying occaſions,to manifeſt love to God 
or proper affection to man, without this excellent ſpi- 
nt, but this leads us to conſider, 


Sxkcorbprx. The nature and advantages of a ſpi- 
rit of love; as the next qualification in our text, for a 
goſpel miniſter. 


On this we obſerve, that the love in our text, is 
a gift of God, and Grace of the holy ſpirit, and conſtitutes 
the eſſende of the chriſtian character. The excel- 
lent nature of love, is obvious from what it is, with rela- 
tion to chriſtianity, to God himſelf, to the bleſſed 
Saviour, and to the excellent among men, in all ages 


on 8 ofthe world. 
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* he Wii of the chriſtian religion, breathes love 
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to the human race, and requires a correſponding diſ- 

poſition, in all its ſubje&s and profeſſors. Love is the 
fulfilling of the law ; and the end of the commandment 

is charity, frem a pure heart; a good conſcience ' and faith. 
unfeigned. The deſign of the law, and the prophets, 

is to diffuſe a ſpirit of love, to God and to man. 

Therefore, to love God, and our neighbour, are 20 

commandments, on which hang. all the law and the pro- 

 þhets. 


Love is a reigning perfection of Deity, a ſumma- 
ry of the moral character of God. God is love, and he that 
atwellelb inlove,dwelleth in Cod, and God in him. The more 
this bleſſedprinciple reigns inthe hearts, of his: miniſters, 
the more they reſemble God, who fo loved the world, 
that be ſent his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth, 
might not periſh, but have eternal life. The more we 
are influenced by love, the greater is our conformity 
to the Saviour, who loved ſinners, and gave himſelf 
for them; and who in the days of his fleſh, went unwea- 
riedly about, doing good to the ſouls, and bodies of 
men, from this benevolent and and amiable ſpirit. 
Of the forerunner of our redeemer, it is ſaid, he was 4 
burnins aud ſhining light. He had a clear head, and 
ſhone with light; but the goodneſs of his heart ga ve a 
peculiar luſtre to his character; for it burned with 
love to God, and proper affe ction to man. 


n this, he imitated his Nu Maſter, whoſe 
| heart 
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heart-felt love produced a warmth of affection, in his 
ſorrowful and ſad- hearted diſciples, going to Emmaus; 
when he met them by the way, and kindly enquired, 
what communications are theſe, ye have one to another, 


4s ye walk, and are ſad ® After reciting to him, the 
cauſe of their forrow, he affectionately alleviates their 
diſtreſs, and ſoftens their diſappointed expectations, 
by illuſtrating the neceſſity of his ſufferings, to enter 
into his glory: And beginnins at Moſes, and all the pro- 
Poets, he ex younded unto them in all the ſcriptures, the 
things concerning himſelf. 


If we would be ſucceſsful, in teaching the 
knowledge of Chriſt to others, it is neceſſary we 
ſhould be taught by him ourſelves. And if we would 
be inſtrumental in warming the minds of our hearers 
by the love of Chriſt, it is highly neceſſary, we ſhould 
experience ſome {ſuch touches of heart, as they did, of 
whom it is ſaid, Did not ow heart burn within u', while 
he ta ked with us by the way, and opened unto us the 
ſcriptures & 


Py 


Without the ſalutary efieQs of love upon a min- 
iſter's heart, ſtrength of mind may ſwell into a fault, 
in conſequence of the oppoſition he meets with from 

the world. Without this qualifying influence, his 
firmneſs may degenerate into fierceneſs, his courage 
into cruelty, and his miniſterial adminiſtrations, which 
ſhould al {ſpring from love, into ſpiritual pride and 
& torgly 


18 
lordly tyranny. A ſpirit of love ſoſtens, bus never 
weakens the manly virtues of the human heart. It 
enlivens our zeal tor God, warms the heart for doing 
good to man, and animates all our endeavours in the 
way of hol. neſs. 


Love makes the moſt difficult duties of religion 
eaſy to be performed; it ſubdues the fire of undue re- 
ſentment; guards againſt the extravagance of unruly 
paſſions ; and gives a poliſh to the mind that ſweetens 
our manners to all mankind. A miniſter, whole for- 
titude is thus tempered by love, riſes into growing 
uſefulneſs in the church of God. His path being that 
of the juſt, he pine -h like the light of the morning, more 
end more, urto the e ſect day. He confines not the 

exertions of his benevolent heart, to the narrow 
bounds of bigotry; or to the limits of a party ſpirit; 
fir lels to the blinding influenc: of ſuperſtition; or the 
1znorant traditions of the fathers. The ſpirit cf love, 
has conſtrained him to break down theſe ſeparating 
walls of auſterity, pride and bitterneſs; and with a 
heart, wide as the arch of heaven, he ſacrifices every 
inferior, and partial conſideration, for the general good. 
Under the influence of that charity that thiaketh no 
evil, he will put the beſt conſtruction on the erroneous. 
like exprefſions, ſaults and fatlings of others, they will 

ear; nor will it ever ſuffer him to be cenſorious to- 
wards men of religious opinions, or denominations, 
different from his e own. 


This 


19 


This generous diſpoſition, is equally productive 
and preſervative of peace and harmony, among min- 
fſters themſelves. The Apoſtle is therefore explicit, 
in enjoining the continuation of brotherly love. By 
profeſſion taey are united in the great intereſt of the 
Redeemer's Kingdom. By the principle in our text, 
they are joined as a band of brothers, of the ſame fam- 
ily, - purſuing the {ame end, the glory of their 
heavenly father, and the good of men. By this ex- 
cellent ſpirit they are under one head, embarked in 
the fame cauſe, failing for the ſame ſhore, with the 
ſame glorious proſpects of immortality. By ts, 
they are animated with the ſame firm, undaunted and 
univerſal principle of philanthropy, in their joys and 
ſorrows, hopes and fears, through all the different dan- 
gers of their voyage. United in heart by the invinci- 
ble power, and indiſſolvable ties of love to God, and 
to one another, they ſtand. Devoid of this all-gov- 
erning, and beſt principle of friendſhip, unanimity and 
defer:ce, they are frequently formidable enemies one to 
another; and become an eaſy prey to infidelity, and 
every principle hoſtile to the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Without this amiable temper of mind, we do nat ſup- 
port the honar of religion before the world ; or mani- 
feſt, that we are indeed the miniſters of Chriſt. Of 
this, we are ſufficiently informed by the inſpiration of 
God. Hereby Hall all men æuow, that ye are my diſci- 
ples, if ye have love, one to another. Let our preten- 
ſtons to religion be ever fo ſplendid, we deſerve not the | 

name 
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name of real chriſtians, if our proſeſſion is not aecom- 
panied with love; for love is of God, and is inſepara- 
bly connected with every: wan virtue, me an gra- 
cious habit. | rl V 


The inſpired Apoſtle aſſures us, that ſpeaking 
with the united eloquence of men and of angels, with - 
out love, we are but as ſounding braſs, er a tinkling 
cynibal. If with the gift of propheey, the underſtand- 
Ing of all myſteries, and all knowledge, with all faith 
to the removing of mountains, we are ſtill nothing 4 
If, to all theſe, we add the diſpoſſeſſion of our propet - 
ty to feed the poor, and willingly ſacrifice our bodies 
to be burned, for the ſins of our ſouls, and we are, 
without love, ſtill unprofitable: can we flatter our- 
ſelves, that our poor, pitiful performances, which fall 
far ſhort of theſe, will without love recommend us ta 
God, our own conſciences, or an obſerving world, as 
the true miniſters of reconciliation Love is a diſtin» 
guiſhing characteriſtic of true religion; and without 


it we are not friends, but deceittul enemies to the 
cauſe of Chriſt. f 


Moreover, a ſpirit of love is an excellent antidote 
againſt bad conſequences to ourſelves, which may en- 
ſue, from the difficulties ariſing in our way, as miniſ- 


ters of the goſpel, The inſults we may meet with, 


are many, diſguſting, and ill to bear. They Atzongly. 
(inp to draw forth the copryptiogs, of the heart tg 
exerciſe; 


o 
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exerciſe; to make ſhipwreck of the faith, and of a 
good conſcience. But love will enable us to follow 
the example of ow Saviour, 1ho when he vas reviled, 
reviled not again; and to ſtrive for the glory of the man 
that paſſeth over a tranſgreſſion. Love ſuffereth long, and 
is kind; and is not eaſily provoked. It beareth all things, 
hepeth all things, and endureth all things. Prophecies 
ſhall fail, tongues ſhall ceaſe, and knowledge ſhall vaniſh 
away; but charity never fai eib. With love, accom- 
panying the fortitude of a goſpel miniſter, he is invul- 
nerable by the arrows of undeſerved reproach, unde- 
jected by poverty, unconquered by diſtreſs, unbroken 
by perſecution, and can rejoice 2% poor, yet making 
many rich, and as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things. 
In all theſe things, we ar? more than conquerors, through 
bim that loved us. 


To theſo obſervations let me add, that the near 
relation in which we ſtand to our reſpective flocks, re- 
quires a great degree of this tender ſpirit, in realizing 
the obligations we are under to them, and in diſcharg- 
ing the duties of our office, for their good. 


The people of our charge, have freely choſen us 
to adminiſter to them, in affairs big with important con- 
ſequences, to them, and to their offspring. In this choice 
they have given us an unqueſtionable evidence of their 
good affection to us. Gratitude requires ours in re- 
turn. How ſhall we manifeſt a diſcharge of this 

debt 
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debt ? Not merely by making choice of them, as our 
people; but by a faithful, diligent, tender performance 
of the duties for which they have choſen us. Our 
connection with our people, ſhould: con/frain us; with 
the love of Chriſt, to travail in pleaſurable pain, till he 
be formed in their ſouls, as the hope of Glory. 
Without love, we ſhall never fee the travail of cur. 
ſouls, and be ſatisfied ; nor can we ever expect to ice 
the pleaſure of the Lord preſpering in our hands. 
Without love, we are cold to the duties of cur office, 
and to the beauty of holineſs ; ſtrangers to the higheſt 
perfection of our nature and indifpcſed to gather the 
lam bs in our arms, to carry them in our bolom, or 
to gently lead thoſe that are with youbg. * In fine, deſ- 
titute of hi, the ſpirit of a good ſhepherd, - however. 
bold and intrepid our fortitude, we are ſimilar to rave- 


nous wolves,in imminent danger of deſtroying the flock # 


of Chriſt ; for we are not ſound at heart forthe Goſ- 
pel miniſtry. This rs us to <opfiger'ia the - 


Third Place, Gomndacd of ET equally neceſ- 
ſary for this ſacred employment. 


This part of the miniſterial character is very com- 
prehenfive, and ſignificant. It compriſes the preceed- 
ing qualifications in the text, with whatever may be 
nece ſſa y to follow after, to accompliſh t the minĩiſter, and 
finiſh him for bis work. J bis form of expteſ- 
ſion, perhaps, alludes to a healthy body. 

N ha and 
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and is oppoſed to a ſickly, frail one. As 
ſuch it is called ſound. A ſound mind is a healthy 
mind; not ſickly and weak; but free from diſorder, 
and deficiency ; firm, vigorous and fit for action. In 
ſhort, it implies ſtrength of mind, or a co:npetent 
genius. And ſrom this brief view of a ſound mind, 
we may readily ſuppoſe, that abilities in defending the 
truths of the goſpel, with underſtanding in diſcuſſion, 
and wiſdom in the choice of ſubjects, ſuitable to the 
various occurrences of public life ; with freedom from 
the vanity of felf-1mportance,are inſcparab'y connected 
with ſuch a mental conſtitution, in a goſpel miniſier. 


The ſubtilty of avowed enemies to the religion 
of Chriſt is great; and their ſophiſtical reaſonings ſpe- 
cious. Their fallacy is far from being always obvious. 
The man of a weak mind, is not likely to ſupport the 
permanent uſefulneſs of a miniſter, againſt ſuch oppo- 


ſers. He is not the man to be ſet for the defence of 
the Golpcl. 


Underſtanding in illuſtrating the doctrines of 
chriſtianity, according to their different natures, de- 
pends much upon that ſoundneſs of mind, pointed 
out in the text. It will enable the preacher to chooſe 
acceptable words, even words of truth and ſebernefs. It 
will lead him to conſult perſpicuity of ſtyle, order in 
arrangement, and decency in delivering the truths of 
God, A wile and underſtanding mind, will diſpoſe 


us 
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us to be plain and pathetic ; and to be beſt plealed 
with that ſimple elegance in diſcourſes, which is equal- 
ly remote from all mean vulgarity, and the hateful 
flights of bombaſtic affectation. 


The ſcriptures inform us that, he that winneth 
ſorls is wiſe. The ways of real religion, are ways of 
wildom ; and he that would teach it to others, ought 
to have a diſcerning mind in it himſelf ; and to be a- 
ble to form diſcourſes from its glorious doctrines, with 
dignity and reaſon, without pillage or plunder from the 
works of others. A miniſter may ſtrut about a little 
while in the plumage of borrowed feathers; but with- 
out ſome internal reſources, his credit for borrowing 
mult fail, and he finally becomes bankrupt. F 


Underſtanding, and wildom will guard him againſt 
thoſe extremes, incident to men of weak capacities. 
He is equally fortified, againſt the hardening influ- 

ence of infidelity, and the bewildered zeal and extrava- 
gnaat excurſions of enthuſiaſtic ſectaries. He knows 
the analogy there is between natural and revealed re- 
hgion ; and guards againſt iguorantly ſetting them at 
variance, one with another. He knows when to ſpeak 
and when to be filent, and how to addreſs himſeif to 
men of different tempers, and manners, to the beſt 
advantage. By wiſdom, he looks for the avenues eaſi- 
eſt of acceſs to the human heart ; and never preſumes 
to ſtorm the mind of his hearers, while it is in his 
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power to take poſſeſſion of it by wiſe and ſound policy. 


To theſe obſervations, it may be added, that a 
ſound mind is an enlightened and knowing mind in 
the holy ſcriptures, and in the great diſtinguiſhing 
doctrines of chriſtianity. It was the glory of Timo- 
thy's character, that from a child, he had known the 
ſcriptures. It is peculiar to them only, to make us 
wiſe to ſalvation, Notwithſtanding the excellency of 
a natural underſtanding, it is ſtill involved in much 
darkneſs, without the advantages of revelation. From 
the ſcriptures, as from the repoſitory of heaven, we are 
to draw proviſion for immortal ſouls; and upon them 
alone, to draw bills of credit for ſalvation. From the 
ſacred oracles, we acquire the cleareſt knowledge of 
God, of man, and of every moral obligation. 


In the glaſs of God's word, correſponding with 
common obſervation, we may ſee the depravity of our 
hearts, and irregularity of our lives, delineated with 
the exactneſs of face anſwering to face, or the heart of 
man to man. From the ſame bleſſed ſource of infor- 
mation, we may learn our danger by reaſon of ſin, our 
odiouſheſs to God's holineſs, and obnoxious ſituation, 
to the ſeverity of his inflexible juſtice. From this ſa- 
cred page, we are to learn the only way of falvation, 
through the compleat atonement of the Saviour ; and 
the true character of God, and the all-glorious per- 
fections of Deity. In the divine teſtimony, are held 
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up to view, his vindictive juſtice, his ſpotleſs purity, 
his univerſal benevolence, his infallible truth, his al- 
mighty power, his ſupreme dominion, with his un- 
bounded love, and tender mercies, which are over all 
his other works. A miniſter 1s by no means to be ig- 
norant of the ſcriptures, or the doctrines of falvation. 
If he is 2%, he will {till teach the people „hir know- 
ledge ; but if not, how will he communicate that 
knowledge to others, which he himſelf does not poſſeſs ? 


Once more, Permit me to obſerve, that a ſound 
mind endeavours to be free from vanity, oſtentation 


and pride ; and is cloathed with humility, and the fear 
of God, 


A proud mind is diſordered with a dreadful diſ- 
eale, and frequently ſpreads deadly contagion around 
in ſociety, like fire - brands, arrows and death. The 
infection of this diſtemper finds eaſy acceſs into the 
minds of weak men, when promoted to eminent offi- 
ces; by means of which, they are lifted up for a while, 
and as novices, fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
Such, thinking themſelves to be ſomething, when they 
are nothing, deceive themſelves ; but when this diſeaſe 
infe&ts the man of ſtrong intellectuals, the conſequen- 
ces are very ruinous to many others. In the former, 
a ſpirit of pride is an object of contempt and ridicule ; 
in the latter of dread and indignation. In the one, we 
ſee a fool, vainly wiſe in his own conceit; in the oth- 

er, 
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er, we ſee nobler parts proſtituted to gratify an infer- 
nal inclination. In the firſt, we repeatedly find, the 
ignorant zeal of blind devotion; in the laſt, is fre- 
quent!y painted, phariſaical arrogance. Such a ſpirit, 
ſo pernicious in itſelt, and deſtructive in its conſe- 
quences, can have no connection with the excellent 
ſpirit in our text; nor form any juſt claim for that ſa- 
ered office for which it qualifies, 


Grant me now the pleaſure of your indulgence a 
little longer, in cloſing this diſcourle, by making the 
hort addreſſes, which I have promiſed, by way of Im- 
provement, 


* 


My Brethren in the Miniſtry, 


FROM the obſervations now made, we may learn 
ſome things for our inſtruction. We here lee, with 
what ſpirit we ſhould be influenced in our miniſterial 
employment ; Not of fear, but of power ; not of ha- 
tred, but of love ; not of a weak and unſtable, but of 
a ſound mind. How neceſſary that we be all the ſub- 
jects of ſaving grace: in poſſeſſion of this new heart, 
and rizht ſpirit, which God has promiſed, and gives 
to all his faithful followers. How firm and conſtant, 
how gentle and tender, how wiſe and prudent, and 
witha!, how holy and humble, ſhould our hearts be in 
the work of God! Who is ſufficient for theſe things! 
Tov us d are leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is ibis 
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grace given, te preach among the Gentiles, the unſearcha- 
Le riches of Christ. 


In the light of this doctrine, we may alſo ſee, the 
ſpecial care we are to exerciſe, in admitting candidates 
to the miniſtry. We are commanded to lay hands ſud- 
denly on no man. We are not to let ties of worldly 
connections enduce us to puſh men into this office, un- 
qullified for the work. We are to know no man after 
the fleſh ; but to inquire concerning them, after the 
ſpirit : To know what ſpirit they are of ; whether of 
fear, or of power ; whether of a ſevere, unkind, or gen- 
tle diſpoſition ; and of ſound minds, fit to be ſet for 
the defence of the goſpel, We are to inquire whether 
they are poſſeſſed of thoſe natural and acquired endow- 
ments, that in an age of increaſing learning and infor- 
mation, may tend to preſerve the miniſtry from that 
contempt poured upon it, on account of unqualified 
men that preſume his ſacred employment. In fine, 
we are to be well ſatisfied, that ſuch as we would ſet 
apart for this holy office, are men of apparent piety of 
heart, with regularity of life, and love to the work ; 
without which, no good can be expected from them. 


To you, my dear Sir, now to be clothed with the 
{acred office we have been contemplating ; may I not 
ſay, that weighty is the charge you are now taking upon 
you ? Great is the preparation of mind you need. So- 


lemn is the work you are entering upon. May you 
| be 
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be daily anointed with the ſpirit in our text. Be ſtrong 


in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Lean not on 


your own underſtanding. Read much, and pray more. 
Let love to God, to the Saviour, and to the ſouls of 


men, ever influence your heart, in all your adminiſtra- 
tions. Let not a ſpirit of ſlaviſh fear, dictate in diſh» 
cult parts of your duty. It will betray the intereſt of 
Chriſt, like treaſon. Be neither raſh, nor diffident. 
Poſſeſs your ſoul in prudence and patience. Let wiſ- 
dom's ways, which are pleaſant, and her paths which 
are peace, lead you in all the changing ſcenes of life. 
Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you. Be faith- 
ful to the people of your charge, and do good to all 
men as God may give you opportunity. In this way, 
when you recline yonr head on the pillow of death, 
you will be able to join the faithful Apoſtle, in ſay- 
ing ; For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 
have finiſhed my courſe, ] have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at 
that day. | 


To you, my friends and fellow-chriſtians of this 
church and congregation, let me obſerve : That our 


connection together, under the preſbyterian form of 


government, is of recent eſtabliſhment. Lou are con- 
| | vinced 
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vinced it was unſolicited by us, as well as attended 
with expences, trouble and toil to you, and uneaſineſs 
to our congregational brethren. On account of this 


uneafineſs and diſquiet to our fellow- citizens, we pro- 
ceeded with the greateſt caution, in hearing the requeſt 
of the town; and finally, on the ſame account, grant - 
ed it with ſome painful ſenſations. Give me leave to 
add, that much will depend upon the ability and 
propriety of your ſubſequent conduct, in proving to an 
obſerving world, the righteouſneſs of your intentions: in 
doing which, it cannot fail, to give us unſpeakable 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction To encourage your hearts 
in every duty, God, in his holy providence, is granting 
you the pleaſure of ſeeing the inſtitutions of the gol- 
pel re-eſtabliſhed in this place. 


After the bereavement of your late worthy paſtor 
your ears have heard and now your eyes fee the man 
of your choice, to be your miniſter. Receive him 
in love; uſe him with honor for his work's ſake. En- 
courage his heart and ſtrengthen his hands, in the good 
work ofthe Lord. Bear him on your minds 1n prayer, 
to a throne of grace. He has accepted your invitation 
to take the care of your ſouls in the Lord. Attend 
punctually to bis inſtructions. Give a cordial recep- 
tion to the truths of God, he may deliver in your hear- 
ing. Take him my dear friends as a rich g/ of an 
aſcended Saviour, who received gifts for men, and 


gave gifts unto men, that he might give men as giltg 
| unta 
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unto the church, that tbe Lord might dwell among 
them. To conclude, May you enjoy a long, comforta- 
ble and ſucceſsful life together; and afterwards be re- 
ceived into that bliſsful communion, where the pains 
of ſeparation ſhall never be known ; and where love, 
light, life, joy and perfect peace forever reign, 


. 
BY THE 

Rev. DAVID ANNAN, 

OF PETERBOROUGH. 


An EXTEMPORANEOUS EFFUSION. 


IN the name of God the Father, of God the 
Son, and of God the Holy Ghoſt ; we, this Presby- 
tery, have Ordained you, William Pidgin, to the of- 
fice of the Goſpel-Miniſtry, and as Paſtor of the Preſ- 
byterian Church'and Congregation of Hampton in 
particular. 


We, therefore, Charge you, before God, Angels 
and Men, that you preach the word - be inſtant 1n 


ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long-tuffering and doctrine. Saul of Tarſus 


once ſaid, Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of ail 

Saints, is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among the 

Gentiles, the unſearchable riches of Chrit. To you, Sir, 
E this 
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this day, is this grace given, that you preach among 
this people, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. You are 
to preach Chriſt, and him crucified. God for bid, 
ſaith the ſame admirable Man, that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the Croſs of Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world ! The croſs of Chriſt is the 
Chriſtian's glory. You are to preach all the Doctrines 
of the Bible, in connection with Chriſt. For to him, 
pave all the prophets witneſs, that whoſoever be/ieveth in 
his name, ſhould obtain the remiſſien of fins ; and it is cer- 
tain that the whole of the New Teſtament is juſt a 
Hiſtory, of the Incarnation, the Jife, the ſufferings, 
the death, the reſurrection, the aſcenſion, and intercel- 
ſion of our glorious Redeemer. You are to preach 
Chriſt, in the glory of his perſon—in the glory of his 
nature—in the glory of his office—in the glory of his 
love in the glory of his fullneſs—and in the bright- 
neſs of his glory. You are to preach the fad 
and univerſal depravity of Human Nature, the 
doctrine of Regeneration, Juſtification by the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, Sanctification by his ſpirit, Adoption 
into his family, and Redemption through his blo od. 


You are to exhibit the blood of Chriſt, as a 
fountain ſet open for ſin and for uncleanneſs, to this 
People ; and you are to invite them to come to this 
Fountain, to waſh and be clean. It is faid, Theſe are 
they who came out of Few Tribulation, and bade teaſhed 
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their Robes and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. We have been informed, Sir, that you have 


. p . . . ——— 
been in great tribulation, the tribulation of a natural 


State ; But, thanks be to God you have come out of 
it. But,my dear Sir, you are about to enter into ano- 
ther ſcene of great tribulation, I mean the care of the 
Church of God, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
generation: But we truſt you will alſo come out of 
that ; like Gold tried in the furnace, with all its puri- 
ty, and all its weight ; having loſt nothing but the 
drois, You are to live near to God, pray that the 
love of Chriſt may be ſhed abroad in your keart. The 
Apoſtle obſerves, The love of Chrift conſtraineth us. Who 
would ſtand in this place ! who would dwell upon the 
all- important doctrines of Cliriſtianity, and brave the 
dangers of a tempeſtuous world! unleſs he were con- 
{trained by the love of Chriſt. This principle ſhed a- 
broad in your heart, will make your buſineſs eaſy, 
and your ſucceſs triumphant, 


Feed the church of God which he bath purcha- 
ſed with his Qwn blood. Rule the Church with diſ- 
cretion ; Be an example unto the flock ; adminiſter 
the ſeals of the Covenant of Grace to proper ſubjects; 


give thyſelf to reading, meditation, and prayer. 


Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that 


nce.leth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth: 

and the things which thou halt heard of us, the ſanie com- 

mit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others 
4 
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alſo ; but lay hands ſuddenly on no man. Take heed to 
thy/elf, and unto thy dofirine, continue in them; for in do- 
ing this, thau ſbalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear 
thee. 


You are to conſider that a great number of ſouls 
are committed to your care, one of which, is more pre- 
cious than a thouſand worlds, If they are warned of 
their iniquity, and repent not, they ſhall die in their 
ſins ; but if thou warn them not of their duty, their 
blood ſhall be required at thine hands. | 


But are there no offices to be performed by the 
people to their Paſtor ? Yes furely. It is your duty 
to keep him free from worldly cares, by contributing 
abundantly to his temporal fupport. Comfort him 
in his trials: Bear his þurdens : Rejoice in his proſpe- 
rity : Show him all countenance, in private and pub- 
lic. Pray for his happy ſucceſs, and eſteem him high- 
ly in love for his works ſake. Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that great Shepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of the E- 
verlaſting Covenant, make you perſe# in every good work, 
to do his will, working in you, that which is well pleaſmg 
in his fight, through Jeſus chriſt, to whom be Glory for ever 
and ever. AMEN. 


T. 8-8 


Puught Nan of S ellonahips. 


en 
Rev. SAMUEL TOM B, 


OF NEWMARKE 7. 


REVEREND, HONORED AN D BELOvED. 


ORDER, regu/arity and harmony are the ſtrength, 
beauty and perfection of every ſyſtem, and every ſocie- 
ty where they prevail: take 7he/e away, and all things 
mult inſtantly recede into a ſtate of cha ic confuſicn 
and inevitable ruin. The God of the univerſe is the 
God of order ; his laws are the laws of order; and 
wherever diſorder exiſts in any part of his dominions, 
it ariſes from the violation of nature's laws, and not 


from any defeF in the original plan. 


If we for a moment ſurvey thoſe heavenly bodies 
which compoſe the fular ſyfſem ; how wonderful, 
how exact, how beautiful the regularity 
with which they perform their ſeveral revolutions !— 
Suſpended in equilibrio between the powers of Gravita- 
tion and Attraction, each one ſteadily purſues his courſe, 
n mut ual harmony with the . reſt :;—whereas, if either 
of 
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of the above powwers ſhould ceaſe to act, the whole ſyſ⸗ 
tem muſt be involved in ſudden deſtruction. 


Mutual dependauce then upon each other, ſeems 
to be one univerſal law of creation; and is the very 
ci ment of all ſyfems, whether natural, civil or religious. 

All creatures are, not only abſolutely dependent on 
God, but alſo re/ative'y dependent on each otlier; fo 
that in either ſenſe, an independent creature is an abſur- 
diy. 


This mutual dependence is the very foundation 
of civil ſociety, and the oſtenſible reaſon of civil law 
and government: without it, there could be no ſub- 
jection, but forced and involuntgry ; and no authority, 
but uſurped and ſyrannical: conſequently, civil diſcord, 
anarchy and deſtruction muſt enſue. 


0 Equally A the proſperity and happineſs 
of religious ſociety, is this ſpirit of mutual dependence 
and condeſcenſion. As in the natural body, no one 
member or part can ſay to another, I have no need of 
tbee; ſo it is in the church, he Body myſtical. 


Miniſters of the goſpel may be conſidered as eyes 
to this body; becauſe by their Heavenly iuftructions and 
boly examples, they point out: the path of life to their 
hearers. Now the eye cannot ſay to the moſt incon - 

| ſiderable 
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ſiderable member, 7 have no need of thee ; neither can 


the other members ſay to the eye, we have no ured of 
vou. 


Moreover, as the church of Chriſt is but one, how - 
ever differently the parts that compoſe it are denomi- 
nated ; ſo all her miniſters ought to be ove, in heart, 
ſentiment, affection, and in the faith and fellowſhip of 
the Goſpel; and therefore ought to reciprocate thoſe 
tokens and ſymbols of unity and love, which the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt recommends :—one of which is the right 
hand of fellowſhip, 


Reverend and Dear Brother, 


As you are now ſet apart to the office and work 
of the chriſtian miniſtry by the ſolemn act of ori tion; 
I, in the name, and by the appointment of the ordain- 
ing Preſbytery, preſent you this right hand of fellowſhip.-— 
We do not view this, dear Sir, as a mere needleſs ceremo- 
ny, or ſuperfluous compliment ;—no it is full of impor- 
tant meaning. It is a public teſtimony that we approve 
your qualifications, ' human, chriſtian and miniſſerial. — 
It is a ſacred expreſſion of our love to you, and to the 
Church over whom you are ſet in the Lord.—lt is a 
token that we cordially receive you and them into our 
communion, both chriftian and miniſlerial.— We hereby 
manifeſt that you are welcome to our counſel, friendly af- 
fiftance and Prayers; and that we expect a mutual ex- 

change 
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change of all theſe, and every other good office. We wiſh 
you the bleſſing of Aſher, ©* May your ſhoes be iron 
and braſs, and as your day, ſo may your ſtrength be.” 


Let the Brethren of this church and congregation, 
receive our molt fincere ſalutations, on this ſo/emn, joyful 
occaſion. 


Honored and Beloved. 


Younow ſee the man, who has devoted himſeifto the 


ſervice of your ſouls in the goſpel. With confidence 
and good hope, we recommend him to your affection 


and love ;—to your ſympathy and prayers. May he 
and you long walk together in the pleaſant, peaceful paths 
of wiſdom, and finally be received into the the bl;/sful 


region of peace and pleaſure and joy everlaſting. 


AM EN. 


